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Global warming to lower water levels in Lake Erie, scientists say

The Associated Press

The Akron Beacon Journal

Global warming will lower water levels in Lake Erie, just one of the drastic consequences facing the planet if steps aren't taken to reduce rising temperatures, scientists say.

Ohio's climate eventually will become more like Tennessee's, said Donald Wuebbles, an atmospheric scientist at the University of Illinois in Champaign-Urbana.

But Ohio also is in position to improve the situation. Ohio could help its environment - along with its economy - by promoting industries using alternative energy technology, scientists and environmental advocates say.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, a United Nations network of 2,000 scientists, warned Friday in its bleakest report ever on global warming that as the world gets hotter by degrees, millions of poor people will suffer from hunger, thirst, floods and disease unless drastic action is taken.

The report says all regions of the world will change, with the risk that nearly a third of the Earth's species will vanish if global temperatures rise just 3.6 degrees above the average temperature in the 1980s-90s.

Parts of the Midwest could see average temperatures increase 5 degrees to 12 degrees in the summer and 5 degrees to 20 degrees in the winter later this century.

Wuebbles said the Great Lakes' water levels could drop 3 feet to 7 feet. Robert Heath, a biologist at Kent State University, warns that food for fish in Lake Erie could be reduced by "dead zones," or areas with little or no oxygen, that could form over larger areas for longer in the summer.

"It's a very serious problem, and we need to take it seriously and do something about it," Wuebbles said.

The changes could put Ohio's Lake Erie tourist industry at risk if fish species change and boaters have problems in harbors because of lower water levels.

"We must act now, and we must use our emerging and mainstay industries to prevent the most harmful effects of global warming," said David Celebrezze of the Ohio Environmental Council. "Ohio is part of the problem: the fourth largest emitter of greenhouse gas emissions in America. Ohio can also be part of the solution."

Wuebbles and others say Ohio could benefit economically through industries that use alternative energy technologies, such as wind turbines, fuel cells and solar-panel components.

The state also could add energy plantations, where farmers grow plants that are converted into ethanol and other biofuels, said Rattan Lal, an agricultural scientist at Ohio State University.

Celebrezze said Ohio farmers also could help efforts to store carbon dioxide by switching to no-till farming. Not disturbing the soil keeps the greenhouse gas in the ground instead of releasing it into the atmosphere.

His organization is calling on Ohio to implement a tax credit that would help farmers buy the equipment required, similar to programs in North Carolina and Maryland.

Even cutting carbon dioxide emissions by 80 percent won't do much to stop the effects of global warming, Heath said. However, it would put off the worst conditions until later in the century.

"Our region will be better off than some others, which will become almost uninhabitable," Heath said.

