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Japan, Australia agree on whaling protests 
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Japan said Saturday it and Australia had agreed to oppose aggressive tactics by anti-whaling protesters despite the two countries' strong disagreements on whaling itself.

Japanese Environment Minister Ichiro Kamoshita said he raised the whaling row with Martin Ferguson, Australia's minister for resources and energy, on the sidelines of 20-nation climate change talks in suburban Tokyo.

"I told Minister Ferguson that it's okay to have heated discussions during talks, for example at the International Whaling Commission, so as to overcome our cultural differences," Kamoshita told reporters.

"But I told him that Japan cannot forgive violent activities such as those of Sea Shepherd," he said.

The Sea Shepherd Conservation Society, which has its headquarters in the United States and is active in Australia, has tried to physically stop Japan's whaling in the Antarctic, branding it barbaric.

The conservationists have thrown stink bombs at the whaling fleet and two activists in January hopped onto a Japanese ship, setting off a two-day standoff.

Kamoshita said the Australian minister promised him that authorities would continue investigations into Sea Shepherd's tactics and were open to indicting activists.

Ferguson "told me that he keenly feels the need to take preventive measures against terrorist activities at sea," Kamoshita said.

Japan and Australia, long close allies, have had increasing friction over whaling.

Prime Minister Kevin Rudd's government has stepped up pressure since taking office in December, sending a customs vessel that released grisly footage of whales being killed.

Japan says whaling is legal and part of its culture and accuses Western countries of insensitivity.

It uses a loophole in a 1986 global whaling moratorium that allows "lethal research" on the giant mammals.

Sea Shepherd credits its disruptions with saving 500 whales this season. Japanese press reports said Friday that the Fisheries Agency has privately confirmed a similar figure in talks with politicians.

Japan had planned to kill 850 minke whales and 50 fin whales in the Antarctic. Under international pressure, Japan dropped plans also to kill up to 50 humpbacks, beloved by Australian whale-watchers.

