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Report says Ohio has lots to lose from global warming

By Tom Lotshaw, the Marietta Register Online

A report released by Environment Ohio finds that serious environmental and economic harms to Ohio may result from global warming in the twenty-first century
The report, "What's at Stake: How Global Warming Threatens the Buckeye State," was released this December. It finds Ohio at risk of losing both money and jobs in shipping, industry, recreation, and agriculture.

 Ohio could even lose its state tree, the Ohio Buckeye, as its range shifts northward to areas including Michigan, the report found.

 The report collected much of its background information on global warming from the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change of the United Nations. 

 The IPCC has concluded that evidence of global warming is unequivocal and that human activities are mostly responsible for increasing global average temperatures.

The Environment Ohio report was released December 17 in Cleveland, Columbus, Toledo, and Cincinnati. 

The report's release featured speakers from Environment Ohio, Case Western Reserve University, The Ohio State University, the Ohio Bass Federation, Audubon Society, and Buckeye Forest Council.

 "It's not just about polar bears and Arctic ice caps anymore," Amy Gomberg, director of Environment Ohio, said in a statement released with the report.

 "Not only could climate change lower the water level in Lake Erie, damaging Ohio's fishing, shipping, and tourism industries, but it also could harm Ohio's agriculture and timber industries," Gomberg said.

 The report found 86% of Ohio's electricity generated by burning coal which is largely responsible for making Ohio the fourth largest source of carbon dioxide emissions in the United States. 

Only 23 countries release more carbon dioxide into the atmosphere than Ohio, the Environment Ohio report found.

 "As part of any strategy to manage the risks of climate change, Ohio will have no choice but to limit its greenhouse gas emissions," Dr. Andrew Keeler, an economist with The Ohio State University's John Glenn School of Public Affairs, said in a statement released with the report.

 "Congress and the new Administration need to act as soon as possible to incorporate a price for greenhouse gas emissions into our market economy to address this problem efficiently," Keeler said.

 The report found many potential threats from global warming to Ohio's $16 billion commercial shipping, commercial and recreation fishing, and tourism industries on Lake Erie.

 Lake Erie's water level could fall from three to six-and-a-half feet over the next 70 years the report found, shifting shorelines miles in places, particularly in shallow bays of the western basin in Toledo and Sandusky.

 "This could have a devastating impact on Ohio's shipping industry because every inch Lake Erie drops commercial ships must leave behind 270 tons of cargo," the report found.

 Ohio's $15 billion timber industry, which employs 119,000 people, could also be at risk from global warming if it hurts forest ecosystems, the report found.

 "For wildlife fans in Ohio global warming presents two kinds of news – bad and worse," Jerry Tinianow, executive director of Audubon Ohio, said in a statement with the report's release.

 "The bad news is many species we love to observe will be in short supply or may disappear entirely, The worse news is species we don't like – primarily insects and other disease-bearing vectors – may expand into Ohio, bringing diseases with them," Tinianow said.

 The report called on Ohio leaders to take advantage of and contribute to any federal economic stimulus plan that may materialize to promote investment in clean energy technologies and infrastructure.

 "To prevent the worst impacts of global warming, Ohio and the rest of the United States must stabilize global warming emissions at or below today's levels by the end of the decade and reduce emissions by at least 15-20% by 2020 and at least 80% by 2050," the report said.

 The report also encouraged the enactment of a nationwide global warming pollution cap covering all sectors of the economy and requiring legally binding carbon dioxide emission reductions.

 The full 42-page report is available online at www.environmentohio.org.
