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Park installs wind cube for power: ‘Green’ device will produce 130,000 kilowatt hours each year
By James Proffitt, Staff writer, The News-Messenger.com
ERIE TOWNSHIP -- More than 200 people, from private sector businessmen and women to elected officials, converged upon the Lake Erie Business Park Monday for the unveiling of a revolutionary new wind turbine.

"This is the only one," said Lake Erie Business Park owner Dave Fahrbach proudly as dozens of people climbed up and down the two stories of steps leading to the rooftop of the Crown Battery facility at the park.

Many people had their photos taken as they stood on the roof and posed in front of the 22-foot square Wind Cube.

Fahrbach, who with business partner Jim McKinney has been turning the old Erie Industrial Park into the high-profile, eco-friendly green business model now known as Lake Erie Business Park, described the new installation as a win-win for all parties.

"I reached out to Crown and the timing was perfect," Fahrbach said. "They felt it was the right time to look at renewable energy."

Crown Battery President and CEO Hal Hawk said his company is falling right into the front of the line when it comes to renewable energy.

"There's a huge interest in it now," Hawk said, "and if you're not running in this circle you're missing out."

Hawk said the Wind Cube, which was purchased and installed without any public funding or grants, will produce about 130,000 kilowatt hours each year. And, he said, since the infrastructure for the first Cube is already paid for and in place, expansion is simple.

"We can add to it at less cost," Hawk explained, going on to say that his company's location is one of the best wind sites in the state.

And Fahrbach agrees.

"We have the best recorded wind on Ohio's north coast," Fahrbach said when he cited reasons why Crown purchased and installed the Cube.

In addition, Fahrbach said, green is a commodity people will choose.

"Given a choice of like price and like quality," he explained, "people will choose green."

U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur got a firsthand look at the new Wind Cube, and said she was impressed.

"This opens a new page for the Lake Erie Business Park and green energy," Kaptur told a small rooftop audience as they stood in the shadow of the Cube's spinning turbine.

Kaptur said the Cube reminded her of a guided missile system as it automatically adjusted its direction to capture the maximum amount of wind.

"It has features I didn't even know about," she said. "This secures a new image for the area and signals the rebirth of jobs," Kaptur said.

Tyrone White, a sales rep for Green Energy Technologies, which manufactures the Wind Cube in Ohio, said he has taken orders for Wind Cubes.

"This is a really great device," White said.

In addition to prospective buyers expressing interest in green energy, White said the fact that Cubes are made in Ohio from components made in Ohio is important to buyers.

"That's something they ask about," he said.

Fahrbach said in the case of renewable energy development, change is good.

"Change brings opportunity," Fahrbach said, "and that's a theme we live by and believe in."

