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Unity sought in efforts to protect Great Lakes
Federal officials visit Ohio
By Tom Henry, Blade Staff writer

CLEVELAND - An Obama Administration road show that began this summer on behalf of America's coastlines made its final stop in Cleveland yesterday, an industrial Great Lakes city that became an unlikely symbol of the nation's environmental movement after the Cuyahoga River caught fire in 1969. 

The Cuyahoga was so polluted four decades ago that an oily sheen and garbage floating on it caught fire near the point where the river empties into Lake Erie. 

Forty years after that incident, the city hosted Obama Administration officials soliciting comments for a national policy to protect the Great Lakes, as well as the Pacific and Atlantic oceans and the Gulf of Mexico. Officials said it is the first such effort. 

The officials said the administration wants to unite federal agencies on coastal concerns such as national security, transportation, public health, agriculture, and the environment. 

The goal is to make federal spending more effective by more consistently addressing issues such as agricultural runoff, invasive species, and shipping regulations. 

Jane Lubchenco, the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's administrator and a top-level Obama adviser, said it is an attempt to unite federal agencies on coastlines so they "work more cohesively and seamlessly in partnership with the states." 

Ms. Lubchenco is one of the key members of a 24-member task force the administration em-paneled after a June 12 directive from Mr. Obama. 
The task force met in six parts of the country, each in a different coastal area. 

The task force is scheduled to deliver its report to the White House by Dec. 9. A preliminary copy was released for public discussion in September, Ms. Lubchenco said. 

The national policy for coastlines is being developed as the United States and more than 100 other industrialized countries prepare to negotiate a new global accord on climate change in Copenhagen in early December. 

The stakes are high for Ohio and other Great Lakes states, given their reliance on coal-fired power plants for electricity and their manufacturing legacy, especially in the automotive sector. 

Ms. Lubchenco said the science is "abundantly clear" that climate change is already under way, especially in the Great Lakes region. The region has a lot to gain from the Copenhagen talks, Ms. Lubchenco said. 

"The longer we wait, the more time other countries have to move to develop the new technologies that are going to be in great demand. There are economic reasons to be addressing climate change," she said. 

Yesterday's forum, held at the downtown Cleveland Marriott Hotel and attended by about 100 people, coincidentally began hours after a U.S. congressional conference committee said it would recommend passage of Mr. Obama's call for an additional $475 million for Great Lakes restoration programs. Much of it would be for sewage work. 

Cameron Davis, an environmental lawyer and former Great Lakes activist from Chicago who now serves in Mr. Obama's administration in the newly created U.S. Environmental Protection Agency position of senior Great Lakes adviser, said the additional money will help get many unfunded projects going. 

It is part of Mr. Obama's campaign pledge to commit at least $5 billion more toward Great Lakes programs. 

Past investments in the lakes "haven't kept pace with the challenges," Mr. Davis said. 

"There is no playbook for what we're doing here," Mr. Davis said. "It's never been done before with the amount of resources we're looking at." 

David Ullrich, a former U.S. EPA regional administrator and current director of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, said he is eager to see the infusion of cash. 

"The time has come to move forward with actions. We don't need more plans," Mr. Ullrich said. 

According to Ms. Lubchenco, the Great Lakes region is ahead of other coastlines for environmental planning. 

"Things are keyed up here and are ready to happen," she said.
