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Bay Shore working to protect lake’s fish

By Gary R. Leidich

I have great memories of growing up in Ashtabula, near the shores of Lake Erie. So I understand the concerns of northwest Ohio residents about the effect of our Bay Shore power plant on the environment, especially local fish populations. 

I'm committed to finding ways to minimize our plant's impact on Lake Erie's aquatic life, and on the families and sport and commercial fishermen who depend on healthy fish populations for recreation and, in some instances, their livelihoods. 

I want to assure those who enjoy the lake's beauty and vitality that FirstEnergy is taking aggressive, innovative steps to balance the operating requirements of the Bay Shore plant with its impact on fish. 

Working with an independent research company this spring, we installed and tested special louvers that are designed to divert fish from the plant's cooling water intake system. This is the first installation of its kind in the United States. We were pleased to report recently to the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency that early results show a significant reduction in the plant's impact on fish. 

We also are making operational changes at the plant by using fewer water pumps during the spring spawning season. This decreases the water flow into the plant and reduces the impact on fish, eggs, and larvae. Our goal is to meet or exceed fish impact mandates from the state on a long-term basis, either with the louvers or through a combination of technologies. 

In 2005 and 2006, we initiated a comprehensive study to enable us to understand better the impact of the plant's cooling system on aquatic life in Lake Erie. The study was conducted by Kinectrics, an independent consultant. 

The number of fish, eggs, and larvae affected by the Bay Shore plant has been widely discussed. Some context is needed: 
•The Ohio Department of Natural Resources estimates that there are at least 2.5 billion forage fish in the western basin of Lake Erie. 

•Of all fish affected by the plant, 94 percent are emerald shiners, gizzard shad, and white perch. These are not considered game species. In fact, the latter two are invasive species to Lake Erie. 

•Of the estimated 40 million walleye in Lake Erie, the number affected by the plant is about 40,000, including eggs. larvae, and juvenile fish. Of the 45 million yellow perch in the lake's western basin, only about .05 percent are affected. 

•By contrast, Ohio and Canadian sport and commercial fishermen catch more than 2 million walleye from Lake Erie each year, and as many as 15 million yellow perch. 

The cooling system at the Bay Shore plant has operated in essentially the same way and with the same capacity for more than 40 years. The Maumee River, the source of the plant's cooling water, has remained a particularly fertile breeding ground for fish. During that time, Lake Erie's fish populations have been cyclical, higher in some years, lower in others. 

Over the years, it's been a pleasure for all of us to see the overall quality of Lake Erie continue to improve. Numerous factors affect Lake Erie's fish populations, including invasive species, weather conditions, and agricultural runoff. 

At FirstEnergy, we recognize that our success rests on the foundation of trust and confidence that customers and local communities place in us. We continue to work with state and federal agencies and residents to find a balanced, long-term solution to protecting Lake Erie fish. 

And we remain committed to minimizing the environmental impact of our operations and improving the quality of life in our communities. 
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