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State health officials: Seven illnesses likely caused by toxic algae in Grand Lake St. Marys

By Frank Thomas, The Columbus Dispatch, dispatch.com 

State health officials say seven people likely were sickened by the toxic algae that has plagued Grand Lake St. Marys this summer.

In all, 21 people have reported symptoms after visiting the lake, according to the Ohio Department of Health.

Cyanobacteria, or blue-green algae, is common to Ohio Lakes but can produce liver and nerve toxins that can make people sick and kill animals.

Four other cases are still under investigation, and 10 have been dismissed.

The problems started in June at Grand Lake St. Marys in western Ohio, but state officials have reported algae sightings in at least 17 other lakes this summer.

The lake remains under a toxin advisory. Officials warn that visitors avoid contact with the water and not eat fish caught at the lake.

Grand Lake also has the highest number of reports of algae-related illnesses. Lake Erie has the second highest number in the state, with 11 reports. Seven of these reports are suspected cases, two are probable and one has been dismissed.

