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Green Bay to be tested for Asian carp
Area is fertile spawning base for species

By Larry Bivens, Gannett Washington Bureau, sheboyganpress.com 
In its effort to prevent the dreaded Asian carp from entering the Great Lakes, President Barack Obama's administration will conduct tests in Green Bay for the presence of the voracious species.

Green Bay is one of three areas to which the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service plans to expand its sampling for Asian carp, using eDNA tests, netting and electrofishing, Charlie Wooley, deputy Midwest regional director for the service said Thursday. The other two are the Detroit River and western Lake Erie.

The areas were selected because scientists have concluded they could provide fertile spawning bases for the bighead and silver carp that have left a trail of destruction along the Mississippi and Illinois rivers.

Because of its shallow, warm waters, Green Bay is "very attractive" to the Asian carp, Wooley said. He said officials plan to work with state natural resources officials this spring and hope to have a plan by summer or fall.

"We want to be doing some pro-active sampling, not wait another five years," Wooley said.

Wooley was among several administration officials, all part of the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee formed in 2009, who outlined new measures to protect the Great Lakes from the carp.

The 2012 Asian Carp Control Strategy Framework includes expanding eDNA testing in the Great Lakes region, deploying new nets and other technologies for capturing Asian carp and developing state-of-the- art biological controls and monitoring devices. The eDNA testing looks for evidence of the Asian carp elsewhere in the water.

"This strategy builds on the unprecedented and effective plan we are implementing to keep Asian carp out of the Great Lakes while we determine the best long term solution," said John Goss, Asian carp director at the White House Council on Environmental Quality, the lead agency on the coordinating committee.

While there have been more than 180 non-native species introduced into the Great Lakes since the beginning of the 19th Century, "the potential invasion of the Asian carp is one of the most serious invasive species threats facing the Great Lakes today, the Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee said in its 2012 update.

The carp were imported to the Mississippi River watershed 30-40 years ago to keep retention ponds clean. Through various means they have entered other water systems, posing a severe ecologic and economic threat. Weighing 30-40 pounds, they feed on phytoplankton and zooplankton and can consume 15-20 percent of body weight each day, leaving native fish with little left to eat.

The Obama administration has spent more than $100 million to thwart the invasion of Asian carp into the Great Lakes. The effort so far has included strengthening electric barriers, building new ones and 40,000 hours of netting, electrofishing and other monitoring.

"We have captured more than 100,000 fish in our sampling over the past several years," Wooley said. "These have been the most sampled areas in the world."

No live Asian carp have been spotted in the Great Lakes since three were found in western Lake Erie 12 years ago, Wooley said.

The Asian Carp Regional Coordinating Committee hopes its action plan will keep it that way.

"The 2012 strategic framework will strengthen our defenses against Asian carp," Goss said, "and move even more innovative carp control projects from research into implementation."
