NATIONAL BOATING FEDERATION

2 September 2012

To: President, NBF

Subject: Trip Report – 2012 Joint Harbor Safety & Area Maritime Security Conference

During the period 27 – 30 August 2012, I attended and represented NBF along with Margot Brown at the 2012 Joint Harbor Safety & Area Maritime Security Conference at the Omni William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, PA. As opposed to the 2011 conference in Honolulu, this year’s conference was very well attended with over 350 attendees; most of which were uniformed and civilian members of the USCG.

As always, the conference allowed me to network with various members of the marine industry and members of the Coast Guard involved in local HSCs & AMS committees. Of special note was my developing a promising relationship with the Virginia Maritime Association.

Below I have listed some major items brought up at the conference; however, one can go to the conference website in the near future for presentations & full reports.

The conference was opened by VADM Peter Neffenger, Deputy Cmdt for Operations. He discussed the shift in upcoming HLS grant funding from security requirements to focus on port infrastructure needs while the amount provided each of the next several years. He emphasized that the DHS & CG emphasis would be on Safety, Security, and Stewardship of the ports & waterways. He emphasized several times the need for partnerships in the port that could provide local support to the port’s needs.

Next, information sharing enhancements was discussed. The focus was directed to the resources and structures required to provide background and real time intelligence to multiple partners including industry. These included the 76 fusion centers, port interagency information sharing, multimodal information sharing team, etc. All recognize that each port is different and has similar, but different needs. Mention was made as to forthcoming changes to America’s Waterway Watch Program, but no specific were provided.

After lunch the topic of Collaboration and Partnership was addressed. The session covered various initiatives to bring more unity to managing the marine transportation system (MTS). Emphasis was placed on sharing of ideas, levering resources, reaching out, and taking a broader perspective. USACE in addressing the Inland MTS made it clear that the current and future funding for dredging and lock repair/upgrade would be very low and would result in only funding for maintenance of existing structures and reduced operating hours in many areas. Lock closures due to critical maintenance & repair are expected.

The Best Practices presentations made by the HSCs from the Port of NY/NJ, LA/LB, Philadelphia, Boston, and Hampton Roads were the highlight of the conference. Each of the ports provided excellent information regarding their HSC’s initiatives and organization. Later at the Conference Reception I was pleased to see that the Virginia Maritime Association (HSC for Hampton Roads) was selected as the Outstanding HSC of the Year! The VMA has 500 member maritime companies as members, which are active in MTS planning, hurricane recovery planning & operations, supporting port closure and recovery/resumption of port operations, etc.

The second day commenced with maritime education and training that covered specific professional development opportunities and programs. Major John Fetterman from NASBLA made an outstanding presentation on NASBLA’s boat training programs for state LE officers. 

Port security funding was next addressed including port concerns at the decreasing level of DHS grant funding. Additionally the topic of the evolution of port security issues was included. Emerging issues regarding port stakeholder preparedness and the responses designed to strengthen the MTS were discussed.

Balancing the waterway was an excellent panel discussion that considered the mediation and regulation of the tensions arising from conflicting and changing local uses of the waterways. The session’s goal was to consider how to achieve an overall balance. Margaret Podlich, President, BOATUS, addressed recreational users of the waterways. She highlighted the value of recreational boating to the economy and the great involvement in recreational boating – 83 million people annually. She highlighted that there were over 12.4 million registered boats and possibly 2 million unregistered boats and the fact that recreational users were involved in many different water activities.

The conference concluded with a panel that addressed incident management at the national level. The session included the national preparedness goal and response operations national response network. It also addressed several National Special Security Events (NSSE) conducted this year, including OPSAIL/War of 1812, America’s Cup in San Francisco, and the United Nation’s General Assembly. 

It was announced that the next Joint HSC/AMS Conference would be held in Philadelphia during 2014.
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