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LEEDCo Hires Lake Erie Offshore Wind VP

By breakbulk, http://www.breakbulk.com
The Lake Erie Energy Development Corporation has taken a critical step in its efforts to build the nation’s first freshwater offshore wind project. The public-private, non-profit organization has hired Dave Karpinski as vice president of operations.

LEEDCo won a US$4 million grant from the Department of Energy and secured another US$1 million from its private partners in December to build five to nine wind turbines seven miles off the coast of Cleveland in Lake Erie. The project is one of the first of its kind in the U.S. and the only one in the Great Lakes. As a result of winning the DOE award, LEEDCo is expanding its management team to execute the project successfully and compete for continued funding against six other projects across the country.

As vice president of operations, Karpinski will implement policies, procedures and systems that support the DOE project to maximize LEEDCo’s competitive position for future funding. In addition, he is responsible for budget and financial performance management for LEEDCo and the DOE project.

Karpinski is joining LEEDCo’s staff after serving as chair of its board of directors for the past two years. He will be replaced in that position by Ronald B. Richard, president and CEO of the Cleveland Foundation, who has served on LEEDCo’s board since its formation three years ago.

The project known as “Icebreaker” is the first step in efforts to stimulate an entire offshore freshwater industry in the region. To achieve that goal, LEEDCo was created by the Great Lakes Energy Development Task Force, and developed by NorTech, the Cleveland Foundation, the City of Cleveland, and Cuyahoga and Lorain counties. Lake and Ashtabula counties joined LEEDCo shortly after its launch.

