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NATIONAL BOATING FEDERATION





ROBERT P.DAVID, PAST PRESIDENT

70 GARFIELD LANE, WEST DENNIS, MA 02670-2321

Phone: 508-394-5670 –  Email: rpdavidcapecod@comcast.net
Report to the European Boating Association, 18-20 April 2013
1.  General Comments

a.  Politics and Election – Large deficits at federal and state levels have resulted in reduced budgets and spending cuts in government agencies which along with a slow economic recovery continue to impact the recreational boating industry adversely.

b.  UN Resolution No. 40 – Nothing new to report from either a federal level or from USPS. I still get many inquiries by people desiring or planning European cruising and want to know what certification is required.  I pass on what I know and encourage them to contact their U.S. legislators and other government agencies. (See USPS Boat Operator Certification program 7.a. below.)

c.  Emergency Locator Beacons – The National Boating Safety Advisory Council at its November meeting passed a resolution recommending that the US Coast Guard require effective 7/1/2015, all US recreational vessels operating offshore at a distance to be determined from the coastline by the US Coast Guard, carry a properly registered emergency locator beacon. The requirement would be waived for recreational vessels operating between 3 and 20 miles off the coast provided the vessel carries a VHF-DSC Marine radiotelephone connected to or with integral GPS capability and a programmed MMSI number.
d.  Ethanol in marine fuels continues to be a major issue.  The US Court of Appeals dismissed the National Marine Manufacturers (NMMA) appeal to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), along with others including NBF, to the proposed increase from 10% to 15% on procedural grounds.  Interestingly,  livestock producers have also petitioned for relief from the Renewable Fuel Standards (RFS) citing the drought, poor corn crops, and increased corn prices.
2.  National Boating Federation 


a.  New Officers: President - Carolyn Belmore. Massachusetts Boating & Yacht Club Association; Vice President – Keith Christopher, Sea Scouts (Boy Scouts of America); Secretary – Ed Payne, Associated Yacht Clubs of Toledo / Inter-Lake Yachting Association; Treasurer – Everette L. Tucker, Jr. – Coast Guard Auxiliary Association.  Executive Committee Members: P/P Robert David – United States Power Squadrons; P/P Thomas Dogan – Lake Michigan Yachting Association; P/P Marlene Barrington – Northwestern Boating Council; David Kitz – Recreational Boating Association of Washington; Robert Williams – Pennsylvania Boating Association; Immediate Past President - Fred Poppe – Chicago Yachting Association
 
b.  New brochure about connecting VHF DSC radios to GPS and obtaining an MMSI (Maritime Mobile Service Identity) number.  This along with an updated brochure about the importance of marine VHF radios, “Take the Search out of Search and Rescue” are available for download at www.n-b-f.org.


c.  National Boating Federation eBulletin is an electronic monthly newsletter for the timely dissemination of important regulatory and legislative news available at www.n-b-f.org.


d. Coastal Zone and Marine Spatial Planning – This is a relatively new initiative whose leading voice is the World Ocean Council, The International Alliance for Corporate Ocean Responsibility. In the U.S. the Ocean Conservancy has the lead with little input from recreational boating to date.  NBF has been invited attendee to the meetings of the Conservancy and speakers have been invited to the 23 March NBF Annual Meeting along with a speaker from the National Ocean Council, The White House Administration. We believe recreational boating should monitor this activity closely.
3.  United States Power Squadrons

a.  Boat Operator Certification Program (BOC).  USPS has practical skills demonstrations imbedded in each of the four levels of this certification program; Inland, Coastal, Advanced Coastal, and Offshore. Certifiers are specifically approved for each level and the skill demonstrations follow strict protocols to assure uniformity. The Practical On-The-Water (POTW) portion was developed with funding assistance from the U.S. Coast Guard. Further, it is intended that the POTW program will allow USPS to provide instruction to the public for new and slightly experienced boaters. 
Endorsements for certification outside the U.S. are being developed; Mexico, Canada, and Europe. The BOC program with the OTW portion meets all the requirements of UN Resolution No. 40 and we hope to work with RYA for the CEVNI Rules testing.


b.  Brunswick Dealer Advantage Program – This program started two years ago continues to grow where USPS squadrons offer our courses, seminars, and on-the-water training at Brunswick related dealers (Bayliner. Boston Whaler, CABO, Hatteras, Lund, Meridian, Sea Ray and others).


c.  USPS Courses and Seminars generally do not require on-the-water training but  course chairman are encouraged to have supplemental on-water training where appropriate and more such sections are being added.

d.  Cooperative Charting Program with National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) was renewed. This 50 year old commitment between USPS and NOAA has been a cost effective method of keeping charts up to date.  Over the last 10 years USPS members have contributed over 28,000 chart  and Coast Pilot corrections.

e  Vessel Safety Checks. USPS squadrons continue to participate with the US Coast Guard Auxiliary conducting free checks for required safety equipment.  Annually about 30,000 boats of all types are inspected by USPS and plus 130,000 by the Auxiliary.

f.  The United States Power Squadrons, was founded in February 1914 will be celebrating its 100th Anniversary of educating recreational boaters as a not-for- profit organization next year and preparations are underway for the celebration.
Next Meetings.


NBF:

23 March 2013


San Antonio, TX

USPS

4-8 September 2013


San Antonio, TX




29 January-2 February 2014

Jacksonville, FL


PLEASE NOTE my new email address as of August 2012 in the header.

Respectfully submitted,


Robert P. David

Director International Relations
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