Twist Arms, Unify Science
National standard sought 

By Keith C. Burris, Toledo Blade Staff Writer
On Monday, the Toledo Rotary held a panel discussion on the Toledo and Lake Erie water situations, organized by Rotary staff and expertly moderated by retired Blade editor Tom Walton.

My takeaway was that there is an emerging consensus on a few points. And, that it sometimes takes an outsider, maybe a businessman who can add and subtract, to see the big picture. God bless Joe Napoli. I’ll come back to him.

● Mayor D. Michael Collins and his staff have gotten the wake-up call. As reported here a few weeks ago, the administration now has a buoy in the basin, as well as a sensor at the intake, which will give technicians at the water plant more time to react. They also are being proactive with chemicals. I was impressed with Tim Murphy, the new commissioner of water treatment. He seemed forthright and on top of his game.

● Former chief chemist and water plant honcho Tom Kovacik is the closest thing we have to an all-around water guru right now. Also on the panel, he was authoritative and clear-minded. He has decades of practical and technical experience and made a strong case for investigating the Maumee Bay landfill (Facility 3), which he says is leaching sewage into the Maumee River.

He notes that the toxicity from that is much higher than from fertilizer. If he is right, that is low hanging fruit — an immediate target. Mr. Kovacik is now advising the mayor. I don’t know whether the mayor is paying him (if so, this should be disclosed). But whatever the city pays him probably is a bargain.

● The notion that we don’t know percentages of causation of the river and lake contamination is a myth. I didn’t learn that at Rotary, but by talking to Jeff Reutter, of the Ohio Sea Grant Stone Lab, at Ohio State University.

He says we do know: It is farm fertilizer runoff.

Whether we say it is 60 percent or 66 percent does not matter much, he says. That’s the major factor. That’s where to focus.

Mr. Napoli, the Mud Hens exec, asked the $64,000 question at the forum: Who ultimately is responsible for fixing this? “All of us” was one response.

Yeah, in the cosmic sense.

In the real world, we need someone to knock heads and twist arms at the state level in Jim Rhodes, LBJ fashion. He must bring farm interests to the table for regulation — not voluntary compliance, regulation — they can live with.

Finally, we need to corral the scientists and get everyone working on one team.

We know what to do. We need will.

Read more at http://www.toledoblade.com/Keith-Burris/2014/09/11/Twist-arms-unify-science.html#Pb8pxkypDYXZjIRX.99 The Plain Dealer
