ODNR heavily invested in Lake Erie
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No doubt because of its importance to the state, the Ohio Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) has a lot of assets in our area on or near Lake Erie. Of ODNR’s 12 divisions, five operate locally: Wildlife, Parks and Recreation, Watercraft, Coastal Management and Natural Areas and preserves. The Division of Wildlife (DOW) has numerous public access areas for hunting, fishing, wildlife research, fish hatcheries and wildlife refuges. Their mission statement is: To conserve and improve fish and wildlife resources and their habitats for sustainable use and appreciation by all. Examples of public wildlife hunting areas include the Mallard Club, Metzger’s Marsh, Magee Marsh, Toussaint Creek, Little Portage, Willow Point, Pickerel Creek, Pipe Creek and Resthaven Wildlife Areas. Fishing access sites, to name a few, include Toussaint and Turtle Creeks, the Ohio Route 269 twin bridges on the Sandusky Bay, Metzger’s Marsh and Catawba Island piers. Boat launches maintained by the DOW include Metzger’s Marsh, Portage River, Dempsey and Mazurik boat ramps with shoreline access for putting canoes and kayaks in off the banks at most locations. A few wildlife production areas remain that were once filled with rabbit and pheasant hunters each fall. Refuge and wilderness areas include Green Island and Pipe Creek Wilderness Areas and Old Woman’s Creek National Estuary. Fisheries research units at Sandusky and Fairport Harbor monitor fish health, populations, sport and commercial catches and spawning success. The Castalia State Fish Hatchery raises the steelhead trout that are stocked in suitable Lake Erie tributaries for them to return into. The Put-in-Bay State Fish Hatchery no longer produces fish for stocking, but partnering with Ohio State University seasonal staff at Stone Lab, provides youth fishing opportunities, live fish displays, microscopes to view plankton, educational programs and historical artifacts of the operation. We are served by the wildlife and fisheries biologists and law enforcement officers from the Wildlife District 2 headquarters in Findlay. The Lake Erie law enforcement office is also headquartered in Sandusky, in charge of fish and wildlife rule compliance on Ohio’s 2.24 million acres of the lake. Ohio State Parks and Recreation are well represented, from Maumee Bay to Geneva, with East Harbor, Headlands Beach and the Marblehead Lighthouse inbetween and are especially concentrated in the Lake Erie Islands. Catawba Island, Oak Point, South Bass, Middle Bass, North Bass and Kelleys Island each offer unique recreational opportunities. Their mission statement of the Parks is pretty direct: To enhance the quality of life through exceptional outdoor recreational experiences and sound resource management. 
To this end, Governor John Kasich and ODNR Director James Zehringer announced last summer that an unprecedented $88.5 million would be invested in state park improvements. Locally, improvements are underway to upgrade the campgrounds at East Harbor, South Bass and Kelleys Island, add primitive campsites and mooring balls at North Bass, upgrade the shower house at East Harbor, construct restrooms and demolish the old office at Catawba Island State Parks. The Division of Watercraft has stations at Maumee Bay State Park and Sandusky. Their mission statement says: The Division of Watercraft shall provide the finest boating services, facilities, protection and education for users of Ohio’s waterways through the innovative and wise use of our resources. Duties include administration of boat titles, enforcement of Ohio recreational boating laws, first responder emergency actions, inspect vessels and maintain aids to navigation. Recently added were the management of the Ohio Water Trails, Scenic River Program and partnering with Homeland Security efforts. The Office of Coastal Management, headquartered in Sandusky, mission is: To achieve a balance between use and preservation of Lake Erie’s coastal resources, in collaboration with our partners, by effectively administering the Ohio Coastal Management program. They issue bottom leases and permits, host the Clean Marina/ Clean Boater program, provide free advice for coastal landowners about erosion control and shore structure designs and have published a Lake Erie Coastal Atlas, Lake Erie and River Access Guides. Natural Areas and Preserves (DNAP) operate areas that protect rare and fragile habitats often defined by the habitat or vegetation type living there. The Division has been largely absorbed by the Division of Parks and Recreations and relies a lot on donations from the Ohio income tax check-off to manage these areas for endangered species, invasive plants, new acquisitions and facilities upkeep. 
To donate to DNAP, use the check-off box on the 2014 Ohio income tax form or send a check directly to: ODNR Natural Areas, 2045 Morse Road, Columbus, OH 43229
