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County’s shipwrecks featured on new web site

Site is designed to complement the Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail

By Mark Todd – Staff Writer – Star Beacon

A weather of Ashtabula County history, submerged in Lake Erie for decades, has resurfaced on a new internet web site.

The site pays homage to 28 famous lake shipwrecks, nearly stretching the length of Ohio’s coast. Three of the wrecks chronicled on the Web site sit off the county’s shoreline.
The Web site, www.ohioshipwrecks. org, was created primarily by the Ohio Sea Grant Extension and designed to complement the Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail, which passes through the county.

Hundreds and hundreds of ships sit on the bottom of the shallowest Great Lake, but the 28 on the “Shipwrecks and Maritime Tales” were culled from a panel of divers, historians and nautical experts, according to reports. The local representatives are:

n James H. Reed, carrying iron ore, sank about 20 miles off Conneaut in April 1944 after colliding with another vessel in fog. A dozen crew members died.

n John B. Lyon, also hauling iron ore, sank in a storm a short distance off the Conneaut shoreline. Nine of the crew were killed.

n Marquette and Bessemer No. 2 car ferry, which sank while en route from Conneaut to Port Stanley, Ontario in Dec. 1909. Perhaps the most mysterious of local shipwrecks, the ferry was hauling 30 railroad cars filled with coal across the lake when it went down during a ferocious storm. The boat left Conneaut on Dec. 7, according to newspaper accounts.

Two days later, nine of the ferry’s crew members were found frozen inside a small boat. Depending on accounts, 32 or 34 people died in the wreck, many of them local residents. The wreckage has never been discovered and is highly coveted by divers and historians.

In the future, exhibits detailing the wrecks may be installed at spots along the Coastal Ohio Trail, according to reports. 

There’s plenty of curiosity about Lake Erie shipwrecks, said Bob Frisbie, director of the Ashtabula Marine Museum.

“People who come in have different interests,” he said. “Some want information on lighthouses, others are interested about shipwrecks.”

The museum contains photos and exhibits of those with a local connection, including the Edmund Fitzgerald and the Ashtabula car ferry tragedy of 1958, Frisbie said. A mill stone salvaged from a ship that sank off Ashtabula more than a century ago is on display outside the museum, he said.

Museum visitors often have insights to the local nautical history, and shipwrecks are no exception, Frisbie said. “There are so many stories to get to hear at the museum.

Visit the museum’s Web site, www.ashtabulamarinemuseum.org, for more information.

