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Editorial: Time for talk is over

By Muskegon Chronicle, found on mlive.com 

Government needs to take action on Asian carp

Talk is good. It’s also cheap. But it’s not going to keep Asian carp out of the Great Lakes.

At least it hasn’t so far.
Gov. Granholm and her Democratic counterpart in Wisconsin have persuaded President Obama to meet with Great Lakes governors as early as next week to talk about the Asian carp problem. Now the attorney generals from each state want in on the discussions, too, because they’re “on the front lines” of the fight in court.

Obama already is on record opposing the immediate closure of locks in the Chicago waterway as a barrier to the carp coming up the Mississippi River.
While the governors might be able to get the president to change his mind, the meetings most likely will bring more handwringing about the problem — which is threatening the $7 billion Great Lakes fishery, the $11 billion Great Lakes boating industry and the 800,000 fishing and tourism related jobs in Michigan.

The American Waterways Operators say nearly 17 million tons of cargo are shipped through the Chicago waterways locks each year, adding an estimated $1.5 billion to the regional economy. Shipping those same materials over land would bring more than 1 million trucks and tens of thousands of rail cars into the area, increasing pollution and congestion. And, of course, increasing the cost of moving the cargo.

Still, it doesn’t take a mathematician to see which area has more at stake.

Here’s where talk has gotten us so far.

Last week, while the Supreme Court was discussing a rejection of Attorney General Mike Cox’s request for an injunction to close the Chicago waterway’s locks on an emergency basis, researchers were preparing a report announcing they had found “environmental DNA” from Asian carp in Lake Michigan at Calumet Harbor. While more tests need to be done, the discovery gives credence to “anecdotal” spottings of Asian carp in Lake Michigan and Lake Erie reported over the last two years. It also means the carp are already in the lake.

In December, while the Corps of Engineers was talking about maintenance of a second electrical barrier to prevent Asian carp from getting into the Great Lakes, a team of researchers announced that Asian carp DNA already had been found in water on the other side of the barrier (lake side) about 6 miles from Lake Michigan. Earlier in the year, when the need for maintenance was first announced, Michigan asked for a stepped-up plan to electrify the Chicago canal to prevent carp migration, tougher local and state laws prohibiting private ownership or cultivation of the species, and increased funding to make residents and communities aware of the threat. 

The state is still waiting.

 Also in December, S.1421, the Asian Carp Prevention and Control Act, which would make it illegal to import and ship certain species of Asian carp, introduced by Sen. Carl Levin, D-Detroit, was reported favorably out of committee. In other words, it’s still being talked about. 

The bill is very similar to one that was introduced in the 110th and 109th Congresses and never acted on.

To be fair, there was quick action by Michigan Rep. David Camp, R-Midland, the top Republican on the House Ways and Means Committee. He introduced legislation Wednesday to immediately halt the potential entry of the carp into the Great Lakes, according to The Associated Press. He titled his bill the CARP ACT, which he said stands for Close All Routes and Prevent Asian Carp Today. Sen. Debbie Stabenow, D-Lansing, introduced the bill in the Senate the next day.

Under this bill, the Army Corps of Engineers would be directed to close the O’Brien Lock and Dam and the Chicago Controlling Works until a controlled lock operations strategy is developed. Additional barriers would be erected in nearby waterways to keep the carp from getting into Lake Michigan, among other things.

The corps also would be directed to develop a strategy to ease the effects of closing the waterways on the state of Illinois and the businesses that use them, and also to figure out how the effects on Chicago flood control can be addressed.

But there will be a lot of talk before there’s any vote on the bill.

Sure, these discussions are good, but they’re having trouble keeping up with the carp’s steady migration into Lake Michigan — something that has been ongoing for at least three decades.

It’s past the time for action.

