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Cooperate to save Lake Erie

Toledo Blade, Letters to the Editor, January 9, 2010

Green algae water in western Lake Erie seems to be getting worse every year, even after cold winters and cool summers. Keeping the Toledo shipping channel open through the shallow Maumee Bay requires dredging 800,000 cubic yards of silt annually. Contaminated sediments went into confined disposal facilities in Maumee Bay and there was less algae. 

The Corps of Engineers declares most of the sediments "clean" and suitable for open-lake dumping which is opposed by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Ohio Department of Natural Resources, Port Authority, City of Toledo, and others. There is little nutrient information on the sediments. 

Since 2003, open-lake dumped sediments averaged 500,000 cubic yards a year compared to about 200,000 cubic yards the previous eight years. Studies in 2009 showed that bad algae likes turbidity (sediments stirred up in water). 

The corps is asking the OEPA to approve as much as 2 million cubic yards per year but says that 1.35 million cubic yards will minimize the impact of the sediment of open-lake dumping, a numbers game. For over 10 years, the corps received funding to find alternatives to open lake disposal. 

Meanwhile, walleye and yellow perch numbers in western Lake Erie decline. Toledo pays thousands of dollars to treat the algae in the water intakes. Green water reduces boating and recreational water uses. These have huge negative economic impacts. 

The port, which took ownership of the confined disposal areas from the corps, and the corps need to come to an agreement on using existing confined disposal areas for a year or two while there is construction of fishing reefs and bird sanctuaries in Lake Erie made from the dredged sediments. This is the time for the port, corps, and state agencies to rally together to obtain funding for the Great Lakes for a pilot habitat project to solve the open-lake dumping problem, which should reduce algae/green water. 
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