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Good Afternoon, and thank you to the EPA for allowing me to represent the National Boating Federation and the Lake Michigan Yachting Association regarding the E15 labeling issue.

1. The NBF is comprised of Associations of yacht clubs and yachting organizations throughout the Unites States. As such, NBF represents greater than 2 million recreational boaters hailing from all over the United States. 

2. I am also the immediate past commodore of the Lake Michigan Yachting Association, representing nearly 100 yacht clubs surrounding Lake Michigan.

3. I carry a 100 ton USCG Masters license, and am licensed for US Coastal waters, Great Lakes, and Rivers, and have been a lifelong recreational boater on the Great Lakes and Oceans of the United States. 

I do wish to mention at the outset that I have heard other speakers this morning mention that "everyone in this room has a financial interest in this subject" one way or another. Well, I am here as a volunteer, and we at the NBF and LMYA have no financial interest or "horse in this race". We don't sell anything, and we have no bottom line other than safety for the recreational boating public.

We at the NBF and the LMYA feel very strongly that the gasoline ethanol blend E15 must never find its way into recreational boaters' fuel tanks. Depending on the make, model and vintage of the vessel, there have been many demonstrated problems with marine use of E10 ethanol, and so E15 is expected to be as big a problem or worse. Unfortunately, these problems, aside from expensive engine repairs, can manifest themselves as breakdowns on the open water, or even fire or explosion. As a licensed captain I can tell you that fire on the water (or at the dock) is always a terrible thing. Therefore, a pervasive labeling campaign must be implemented with strict point of sale labeling requirements. All dispensing fuel pumps must be labeled "Danger-Not for Marine Use." Also, it would be our suggestion that the pumps further be labeled "Illegal for Marine Use.", and/or "Threat of Explosion and fire if used in marine fuel tank." 

As a practical matter, the greatest danger I see is to the trailerable boat owner. Because E15 product is subsidized, it will be cheaper to purchase, and the boater will surely save the $25.00 or $50.00 he can save on his typical 100 gallons of gas by buying the cheapest fuel at the local gas station on his way to the marina. Because the dangers don't occur immediately, but over time, the boater will grow complacent, and will continue to do this each boating weekend. So, it's not just the "accidental misfueling" that others spoke about this morning that I am worried about, it's intentional misfueling, also. One solution, besides the RFID chip idea floated by NMMA, or sizing the fuel fillers to prevent misfueling, would be to dye the ethanol, such that it must not be found in one's boat fuel tank upon being inspected or boarded. The "misfueling challenges" that other speakers have referred to should perhaps be labeled the "big bang theory"? 
As to the proposed label, we agree with the NMMA and prior speakers that the proposed label is misleading and confusing, and not easily understandable to the average motorist. We agree that an education campaign needs to be implemented regarding the dangers of marine use of E15, and perhaps physical barriers to its use in marine engines should be invented and utilized. The dangers to the unknowing boating public are too great to ignore this hazard. 

Please refer to our position statement regarding the usage of ethanol in marine gasoline for further information. 
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