Heidelberg launches LakeErieAlgae.com 
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Heidelberg University’s water quality scientists want everyone to be able to understand what’s causing the harmful algal bloom crisis in Lake Erie, and how it can be fixed. So the school’s National Center for Water Quality Research has set up a new website at LakeErieAlgae.com , designed to help ordinary people know what’s going on with the problems that threaten a lake that so many local communities depend upon for water. 
“We had a long discussion who the audience should be,” said Laura Johnson, a research scientist at the center. The site seeks to educate the general public but also attempts to reach the agricultural community. 
Farmers “feel like they’re getting fingers pointed at them a lot,” Johnson said. It is important to explain why scientists believe most of the algal bloom problem is coming from runoff from farm fields. Once the nature of the problem is understood, it’s easier to discuss solutions, Johnson said. 
The site is a collaboration between Johnson, David Baker, who is the emeritus director of the National Center for Water Quality Research, and Resource Media, a media company. 
Lake Erie was rescued from a previous water crisis, but the problem has become bad again, Baker said. “The algae problems in Lake Erie today are nearly as bad as what we saw in the 1970s,” Baker said. 
Johnson serves as the narrator for a six-minute video that outlines what causes harmful algal blooms. 
Visitors can also page down the home page, reading brief articles about topics such as “How Do We Know Phosphorus Is The Culprit?” and “The Role of Tile Drains” For each topic, the reader can click to obtain more detailed information. The idea is to have a summary page, so people who don’t have a lot of time or are new to the topic will not get overwhelmed, Johnson said. 
Johnson said when she speaks to a general audience about algal blooms, she can easily go on for 30 minutes to an hour. 
The site shows that phosphorus from the Cuyahoga River, which flows through an urban area, is very different from the water in the Maumee River, which drains a rural, agricultural area and feeds algal blooms by putting dissolved phosphorus into the lake. 
The new site says little about climate change and how the phenomena might encourage more intense rainfalls, which feed runoff. “We just ran out of space,” Johnson said. She said she’s noticed, however, that mentions of climate change tend to spark controversy. Johnson said when she mentions climate change in her talks, “I usually use the phrase ‘extreme weather.’ People relate to that better”

